Running the Desk
During Mr. Henry Polak's visit to India, in 1909-10, Gandhiji
wrote : " Keep your standards right. Everything else will follow/'
To his son Shri Manilal, Gandhiji wrote, as mentioned earlier,
" You should write what is the truth in Indian Opinion."9 What is
truth in journalism ? How does it differ from accuracy ? Are they
the same thing ? Truth is not only a question of knowledge. It
means more. It means the balancing of judgment in a most dis-
interested manner. It may be achieved in a weekly ; but it is very
difficult to be truthful in the daily newspaper. When we consider
the condition in which it is produced, the number of agencies
through which the news passes, and the speed with which it is
gathered from all parts of the world, translated, transmitted,
selected, sub-edited, and printed.
k- Further, it is dependent on the time factor. In the hustle of a
daily newspaper with a pull of conflicting interests always present
and the necessity of pleasing a wide public never out of mind,
truth in the sense of careful and balanced presentation can only
with luck, and occasionally, emerge. Even the most highly trained
and best informed journalist must be conscious as he writes that
his thought and knowledge are not sufficiently mature and that
had he not been writing to the habitual length and pattern of the
particular publication, he might not have taken just precisely the
view he did take.   Whether his article is a report of complex
events or an editorial comment on the significance of these events,
to test it only by the accuracy of the facts it contains is to show an
abysmal ignorance of the art of journalism. Any practised jour-
nalist can write a column which contains no single mis-statement of
fact and which is yet a damned lie from the first word to the last.
Similarly, incidental inaccuracies in fact or expression may occur
in an article by an honest reporter or editorial writer who, with
the sweat of his brow, attempts to reach the truth by a careful
balancing of the fact and vigorous expression of his convictions."4
This is no apology for incorrect news or views. This is a point of
view arising out of peculiar circumstances caused by the vast tech-
nological improvement which has completely revolutionized news-
paper and turned it into a big commercial proposition.
In one of the unauthorised leaflets of the Satyagraha published
* Kingsley Martin : The Press the Public Wants (The Hogarth Press, London,
1947), p. 114.
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